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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 24, 31 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
Claims 2, 5, 6, 14-21 are canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1, 3, 4, 7-13, 22-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 6,757,479 by Niikawa in view of US Patent No. 
6,329,787 by Ito et al. and US 2007/0271508 by Audet. 

2. Regarding claim 1, Niikawa discloses a method comprising: (Fig. 1-3, Col. 2 line 
45-51) 

• Storing content on a portable memory device, content including an image 
captured using a recorder/playback device (Fig. 1-3, Col. 2 line 50, 51) 
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• Detaching the portable memory device from the recorder/playback device 
(Col. 2 line 45-58, memory card 8 is "inserted" it means they can be 
detached) 

Niikawa fails to disclose displaying the image on the portable memory device 
while the portable memory device is detached from the recorder/playback device and 
displaying functional controls for the recorder/playback device while the portable 
memory device is connected to the recorder/playback device. 

Ito discloses displaying the image on the portable memory device while the 
portable memory device is detached from the recorder/playback device (Fig. 1, 2, Col. 3 
lines 29-32) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Niikawa's system to include 
a display unit, as taught by Ito, for the advantage of providing a viewing communication 
to the user for easy understanding. 

Niikawa and Ito both fail to disclose displaying functional controls for the 
recorder/playback device while the portable memory device is connected to the 
recorder/playback device. 

Audet discloses displaying functional controls for the recorder/playback device 
while the portable memory device is connected to the recorder/playback device 
(paragraph 0130, 0144, 0236). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Niikawa and Ito's system to 
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include a functional controls, as taught by Audet, on the portable memory device for the 
viewers to communicate easily. 

3. Regarding claim 3, Niikawa discloses the method further comprising transmitting 
the content from the recorder/playback device to the portable memory device. (Col. 2 
line 50, 51, Col. 3 line 8-10) 

4. Regarding claim 4, Ito discloses the method further comprising selecting the 
image for display on the portable memory device. (Col. 2 lines 20-32) 

5. Regarding claim 7, Niikawa discloses the method further comprising a mode to 
display the image, wherein the mode includes displaying the image as part of 
sequentially displaying multiple pieces of content. (Fig. 7, Col. 6 line 36-42) 

6. Regarding claim 8, Niikawa discloses the method further comprising selecting a 
mode to display the image, wherein the mode includes displaying the image as part of 
simultaneously displaying multiple pieces of content. (Fig. 7, Col. 6 line 36-42) 

7. Regarding claim 9, Niikawa discloses the method wherein the recorder/playback 
device is a digital camera. (Col. 6 line 55-58) 
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8. Regarding claim 10, Niikawa discloses the method wherein the 
recorder/playback device is a video camera (Col. 6 line 55-58) 

9. Regarding claim 11, Audet discloses the method wherein the recorder/playback 
device is a audio recorder/player (paragraph 0130, 0144, 0161, 0236) 

10. Regarding claim 12, Niikawa discloses the method wherein the 
recorder/playback device is a computer. (Col. 6 line 55-58) 

11. Regarding claim 13, Audet discloses the method wherein the recorder/playback 
device is a television (paragraph 0223) 

12. Regarding claim 22, Audet discloses the method wherein functional controls 
include soft keys that are particular to the recorder/playback device. (Soft key is a 
button, located along a display device, which performs whatever function is shown near 
it on that display, paragraph 0130, 0144, 0236) 

13. Regarding claim 23, Ito discloses the method wherein the portable memory 
device is configured to include and attachment area to attach with battery charging 
device (Col. 2 lines 14-19) but Ito fails to disclose attachment area including a magnet 
for attaching the portable memory device to a metallic object, such that the portable 
memory device displays the image while attached to the metallic object. 
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It is noted that the use of magnet for attaching to a metallic device is old and 
well-known in the recording art. Therefore, official notice is taken. Moreover, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have a well-known magnet for attaching to a metallic device. User can easily 
attach a device without holding it while doing other work at the same time which will be 
more convenient. 

14. Claim 24 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
method claim 1 above. 

15. Claim 25 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
method claim 22 above. 

16. Claim 26 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
method claim 23 above. 

17. Regarding claim 27, Ito discloses the portable memory system wherein the 
interface means connects to and detaches from the recorder/playback device via a 
wireless connection (Fig. 1, portable device 14 is connected to a device 24 via a 
wireless connection). 

18. Claim 28 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
method claim 7 above. 
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19. Regarding claim 29, Niikawa discloses the method wherein the 
recorder/playback device is a digital camera. (Col. 6 line 55-58) 

20. Claim 30 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
method claim 12 above. 

21. Claim 31 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
method claim 1 above. 

22. Claim 32 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
method claim 22 above. 

23. Claim 33 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
method claim 23 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nigar Chowdhury whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8890. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




